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	Distribute during Phase 2 while students wait for the headset. Read the account, mark one surprising quote, and use these cards to anchor the Phase 3 discussion.



	TESTIMONY CARD 1
Petty Officer 2nd Class Donald Stratton
USS Arizona, Battleship Row
	Pearl Harbor
December 7
1941


	We had just finished breakfast. I was up on the quarterdeck when the first planes came in. I thought it was our guys running a drill. Then I saw the Rising Sun on the wings and everything changed. The Arizona took a bomb right forward of where I was standing. The explosion threw me into the air. When I came down I was on fire. My hands were burned to the bone. I got across a line to another ship. I was 19 years old.
Reflect: What decision did Donald face in that moment? What would you have done?
 
 
 



	TESTIMONY CARD 2
Nurse Cornelia Fort
Civilian flight instructor, John Rodgers Airport
	Pearl Harbor
December 7
1941


	I was giving a flying lesson that morning when I saw the planes. At first I thought it was Army Air Corps on maneuvers. Then one came directly at us and I could see the red circles on the wings. I took the controls and dove for the runway. As we landed, the bombs were already falling on Pearl Harbor. I had never felt so afraid and so awake at the same time. I knew our world had changed.
Reflect: Cornelia was a civilian, not a soldier. What did she choose to do after December 7th?
 
 
 



	TESTIMONY CARD 3
Seaman 1st Class James Forbis
USS Oklahoma, Battleship Row
	Pearl Harbor
December 7
1941


	The Oklahoma took three torpedoes in the first minutes. The ship started listing so fast we could barely stand. I made it out through a porthole. Below me, I could hear men pounding on the hull from inside. We couldn’t get to them. I swam to Ford Island. I turned around and she was gone. 429 men were still inside her.
Reflect: James survived but could not save his shipmates. How do you carry something like that?
 
 
 



	TESTIMONY CARD 4
Captain Mitsuo Fuchida
Lead Japanese pilot, first attack wave
	Pearl Harbor
December 7
1941


	I was the first over Pearl Harbor that morning. When I saw the fleet at anchor, undisturbed, I knew we had achieved complete surprise. I fired the signal flare and gave the command. As I looked down I felt no joy. Only the weight of what we had begun. It was not until years later that I understood what we had set in motion.
Reflect: Fuchida was on the other side of this attack. Does hearing his account change anything for you?
 
 
 



	TESTIMONY CARD 5
Mess Attendant Doris Miller
USS West Virginia, Battleship Row
	Pearl Harbor
December 7
1941


	I was collecting laundry when the alarm sounded. I went to my battle station but it had been destroyed. I carried the wounded captain to a safer position. Then I saw an unmanned machine gun. I had never been trained on it — Black sailors weren’t allowed in combat roles. But I got on that gun and I fired. Later they gave me the Navy Cross. I was the first Black American to receive it.
Reflect: Doris Miller was not supposed to be at a gun. He was there anyway. What does this tell us about courage?
 
 
 



	TESTIMONY CARD 6
Private Joseph Lockard
Radar operator, Opana Point
	Pearl Harbor
December 7
1941


	My partner and I picked up a huge blip on the radar at 7:02 that morning — the biggest I’d ever seen. I called it in. The lieutenant on duty told me it was probably our B-17s coming in from California. I wasn’t sure. But I was 19 and he was an officer. There was nothing else I could do.
Reflect: Lockard reported what he saw and was dismissed. What does this tell us about how information travels in a crisis?
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